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CONSERVATION CREDIT SYSTEM GOAL

To offset impacts from anthropogenic
disturbances through enhancement and
protection that results in a net benefit for

greater sage-grouse habitats in the state of
Nevada



CONSERVATION CREDIT SYSTEM OBJECTIVES

* Achieve high-quality mitigation, and incentivize avoidance and minimization
of impacts to high-quality habitat

 Meet high bar of additionality and durability for mitigation projects
* Ensure net conservation gain while addressing risk of project failure

* Get conservation on the ground quickly and increase mitigation investments
for habitat improvements and protection

 Understand the net change to habitat across a large landscape over time
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LESSONS LEARNED
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TRANSACTIONS COMPLETED & PIPELINE AS OF
DECEMBER 2018
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TRANSACTION PROCESS
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HABITAT QUANTIFICATION FRAMEWORK
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LANDSCAPE & LOCAL SCALE PARAMETERS
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Figure 5. Sagebrush Ecosystern Program’s Management
Categories Map used o determing habitat importance at the
landecape ccale

12/13/2018

Spring Habitat Suitability Attribute Measurement
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Figure 9. Habitat suitability related to the Spring HSI in the area surrounding an example credit project site

Figure 6. Sagebrush Ecosystem Program’s map used to provide initial determination of areas of conifer cover,



INDIRECT EFFECTS

Anthropogenic Disturbance
Anthropogenic Disturbance Attribute Measurement
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Figure 8: Indirect effects of anthropogenic disturbance on sage-grouse habitat as visualized in a continwous surface raster in
the area surrounding an example credit project site
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SITE-SCALE PARAMETERS
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Figure 15, Conceptual model depicting sage-grouse life history requirements at the site scale (4™ order)
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QUANTIFICATION PROCESS
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CURRENT HQT INTERFACES

Full Assessment
« HQT Users Guide
GIS Toolkit
Field Sheets
MS Excel-based Calculator
MS Excel-based Registry
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Site Screening Tool

STATE OF NEVADA CONSERVATION CREDIT SYSTEM

Site Screening Tool for Potential Credit Developers

Are you a landowner or land manager potentially interested in participating in the Nevada Conservation Credit System? The online site screening tool enables potential credit developers to
quickly get a snapshot of their property's suitability for participating in the program

Landowners simply delineate the potential credit site boundaries on a map and answer basic questions about the property. The tool evaluates potential site habitat quality based on important
habitat characteristics and proximity to roads, mines, and other man-made features.

Users can run the tool multiple times for different properties, and adjust site boundaries to optimize site quality. Results are private, and no datais saved or transmitted without the user's
permission.

For questions about the program or this tool, contact Credit System Program Manager Kelly McGowan at kmegowan@sagebrusheco.nv.gov.

1. Draw your site boundary
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2. Tell us about your site Habitat Quality Management Category

What percentage of the site has meadows? T igh TR,

5 B oHMaA

Are there powerlines present within 6km (3.8 miles) of the site? © Yes © No . [ui e

3. Calculate estimated site quality
Caloulate Site Quali
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SAGEBRUSH ECOSYSTEM PROGRAM

NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND

NATURAL RESOURCES

Bradley Crowell (Director)
Jim Lawrence (Deputy Director)

SAGEBRUSH ECOSYSTEM TECHNICAL TEAM

Kelly McGowan (SEP Program Manager)

Katie Andrle (Nevada Department of Wildlife)
Dan Huser (Nevada Division of Forestry)
Kathleen Petter (Nevada Division of State Lands)
Ethan Mower (Nevada Department of Agriculture)

For information please contact:

Kelly McGowan
Program Manager
Nevada Sagebrush Ecosystem Program

(775) 684-8600

SAGEBRUSH ECOSYSTEM COUNCIL

J.J. Goicoechea, Chair (Local Government)

Chris MacKenzie, Vice Chair (Board of Wildlife)
Allen Biaggi (Mining)

Steve Boies (Ranching)

Gerry Emm (Tribal Nations)

Starla Lacy (Energy)

Bevan Lister (Agriculture)

William Molini (Conservation and Environmental)
Sherman Swanson (General Public)

Ex-Officio Members

Bradley Crowell (Nevada Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources

Jerri Conrad (Nevada Department of Agriculture)

Ray Dotson (U.S.D.A. Natural Resources Conservation
Service)

Bill Dunkelberger (U.S. Forest Service)

Brian Amme (Bureau of Land Management)
Carolyn Swed (U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service)
Tony Wasley (Nevada Department of Wildlife)
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